
 

 

 

 

 

Jess McGuire for Assistant Branch Secretary 

My name is Jess McGuire and I have been the Young Member’s Officer within the branch for a few 

years now. I am standing as assistant branch secretary as I have enjoyed speaking up for members at 

a branch, regional and national level and now feel I have the experience to take the branch forward 

and campaign on the issues that matter to members. 

Currently Chair of the National Young Members forum, I was proud to campaign for a UNISON 

conference for our young members and in December 2021 was again proud to Chair the first ever 

young members conference in UNISON history.  

I want to take the campaigning tools I’ve learnt from that role and apply them to benefit you as 

members in our branch. I will be in direct contact with members, listening to the issues that matter 

to you and then organising member-led campaigns which tackle those same issues, I believe we 

could build an excellent campaign strategy within the branch. 

During the last two years COVID-19 has impacted us all. As workplaces adapt to new ways of 

working, I would ensure that support is given to members to ensure they are protected at work and 

feel safe.  I’m currently on the COVID-19 sub-group within the branch where we regularly tackle 

Covid related issues and I’m pleased to see members giving feedback to this group on their own 

experiences so we can find ways to support them and achieve the changes they wish to make with 

their employers. 

As well as this I would continue to represent members alongside my current role as a workplace rep. 

I joined the union when I first started work and not only were they there for me when I went 

through my own struggles, this branch raised me into the activist I am today. I know what it’s like to 

not feel supported or listened to and I want to ensure that none of our members ever have to 

experience that alone. Giving members support at the times they need it most is the lifeblood of this 

branch and I would continue to ensure that we are only ever an email or phone call away when you 

need us.  

Having been active at many levels of our union movement I am ready to put the skills I have learnt 

into practice to fight for members and that starts simply by listening to you. Our branch will only 

ever be as strong as our membership and we need to organise and recruit more than ever to ensure 

that our branch can continue to grow and most importantly, you continue to get the support that 

you joined the union for. 

I hope I can rely on your vote so we can build on the successes of this branch. 

Jess McGuire 


